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The Kingsnakes Win the Kitchener Blues Festival Youth 

Legacy Showcase 

The future of the blues was on display at Bobby OôBriens at the Kitchener Blues Festival 

Youth Legacy Showcase featuring five fabulous young acts that proved age means nothing 

when it comes to music. 

The KINGSNAKES won the day and will now have the opening spot at this yearôs Kitchener 

Blues Festival on Saturday Aug 8th at Noon YNC Stage (City Hall). 

Continued on next page . . . 
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Kingsnakes . . continued 

Students of the blues rock tradition, Kapuskasing based  band, The Kingsnakesô repertoire 

consists of classic staples, songs from contemporary heroes and original compositions.  

They are no strangers to driving riffs, extended jams and fiery solos. The lineup features 

Logan Staley on lead guitar  and vocals, Vinny-Paul Brunet on guitar and vocals, Trent Taylor 

on bass guitar, and Jayden Odai on drums.  
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Teresa Manning 2026 Mel Brown Award 

The Kitchener Blues Festival Board of Directors is pleased 

to announce that the 2026 Recipient of the Mel Brown Blues 

Award (Builderôs Category is Teresa Manning. Teresa was 

instrumental of really getting things started in Kitchener 

when she opened her venue. Boomers was opened in Feb 

1995 in Kitchener. 

In 2000 Teresa brought the blues music back to Kitchener.  

She offered Friday night live bands, a  jam night on 

Thursdays with Shawn Kellerman and Douglas Watson 

Saturday nights were the Blues Devils who were  nice guys 

who enjoyed playing. 

Teresa says one of the  best experiences was the day Mo 

Kauffey walked in with she thinks Rob and said to her ñhey 

we play music do you want to hear us?ò And of course, she agreed and the Boomers Brewhaha 

started Fridays with the after work crowd.  Sometimes there were 11 people up there on stage. 

Many youngôs guy got their start there like Jesse Webber and Dan Beacock. 

Pete temple played every week and thatôs how she got to meet our dearly departed Liz Temple. 

Friday nights were busy and seldom did Boomers have a cover charge. The entertainers 

included Jack deKeyzer, Downchild Blues Band, David Rotundo, Mark Stafford, Fathead, 

David Gogo, Cheryl Lescom and the list goes on and on! 

Teresa received so much help from Philip Bast, Jason from The Record, Claude Cloutier, 

Bruce Hall and a few others and of course Teresaôs other boy, Kevin Doyle 

Then in early 2001, this great guy named Grant Rawcliffe came to her and said ò in New 

Zealand ,we do Blues Brews & Barbecue and asked Teresa ñAre you interested?ò  Of course, 

she said yes!  Don Chapman from the city of Kitchener sent him.  And that was the beginning 

of the Kitchener Blues Festival!  It was renamed after a few years, so it was easy for people to 

find it.  The first year it was put together in just a few months and 3000 people attended.  It 

was amazing with all local bands like Daddy Long Legs, Mel Brown and Waterstreet blues 

band. 

Teresa called all the right people who she knew would be a great team, Rob Deyman, Marty 

Schreiter, Don Chapman, Grant Rawcliffe, James Anthony and of course herself.  

Over the years she pulled in Kevin Doyle, Rob Barkshire, Liz temple, Claude Cloutier, and 

many others. 

Continued on next page . . . 
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Mel Brown Award continued . . . 

From the Boomers blues bar, The Grand River Blues Society was formed which celebrated itôs 

23rd year in 2026é..and then more great things happened 

Teresa Manning was on the board of directors of KBF for 12 years before she moved up north. 

Teresa still attends as a volunteer overseeing city hall and King Street locations during the 

annual TD KBF held in August. 

Teresa Manning was given the title of honorary board member and she states ñnot sure if it 

means anything but hard to get rid of the founding board member.ò  She also says she owes a 

lot to many people who helped including Grant Rawcliffe who brought the idea to Teresa. 

Boomers sold in 2005. It was a great venue!  Many great friendships were formed, and the 

blues came back to Kitchener. Teresa sincerely wants to thank Glenn Smith for always keeping 

the blues present and supporting Boomers and Teresa on those Friday amazing Friday nights at 

Boomerôs Basement Bar. 

Watermelon Slim with Teresa Manning 
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Behind the Lens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Ferry 

 

I was attending shows and could imagine images during the show and thought. Iôd love to take 

photos of this, but I new nothing of photography or anyone who did. I went to the local library 

read up on photography. In 1982 I went out and purchased a Nikon FE with only a 50 mm lens 

on It and off I went. Quickly I found out I needed bigger lenses. I purchased a 70 to 200mm 

and a 2X multiplier. This helped big time but most of my show were indoors and lighting was 

an issue. Back in the day it was hard to get high speed films. So, I struggled for a long time. 

 

Moved to London Ontario in 1987 and it took me a long time to figure out the music scene 

here for it was before the Internet I kicked into high gear in London about the year 2000. Got 

to know the people here and was photographing a lot of the local music scene. 

 

Bought my first digital camera.  (Canon 6D and accompanying lenses ) in 2005. That changed 

things in the volume of photoôs I would take ensuring Iôd get something of note. In 2008. I 

purchased a Canon 5D which is the camera I use till this very day. 

Itôs been a wonderful hobby. Iôve seen and heard a lot of wonderful music and met nice people 

along the way 

More pictures on the next page . . . 



ф 

Behind the Lens continued . . . 

Sean Pinchin Mason Rack 

Paul Deslauriers &  

Dawn Tyler Watson 

More pictures on the 

next page . . . 
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JW Jones 

Behind the Lens continued . . . 

More pictures on the next page . . . 

MonkeyJunk 

Scott Holt 



мм 

Behind the Lens continued . . . 

Tim Woodcock, Rick Taylor & Sam Hurrie  

Valerie Barrymoore  Sab & Dave Rotundo 
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GRAND THURSDAY 5 Guys and Big NOISE at The Polish 

Hall! 

Photos by Donald Gadziola 

Our recipe for our continuing 2026 

23rd anniversary celebrations of the 

Grand River Blues Society. A 

tastefully delightful mix of Allstar 

ingredients included on April 2nd 

Multiple Award-winning Junos, 

Maple Blues, Indie & USA Blues 

Award artists. 

DAVID GOGO ï Vocals, 5x best 

guitar player,5x Juno Award 

Nominee, 18x Maple Blues Award 

Nominee! 

 

STEVE MARRINER - Vocals, Guitar, Harmonica 9x as a solo Maple Blues Winner, Multiple 

Blus Awards w/ Monkey Junk, Plays w/ Colin James, Leader of Monkey Junk and Local 

Electric 

JESSE OBRIEN ï Piano/Organ Vocals Maple Blues Award keyboard winner 3 out of the last 4 

years. Plays with Colin James Band and Harrison Kennedy. 

GARY CRAIG ï Award winning drummer/ record producer. Tom Cochrane, Blackie & The 

Rodeo Kings, Bruce Cockburn, Big Dave McLean, Paul Reddick and Suzie Vinnick. 

JOHN DYMOND ï Award winner Bass player/ record producer, vocalist. Multiple CCMA 

Awards, Blackie and the Rodeo Kings 

and The Mercy Brothers. 

A SOLD-OUT Crowd was rewarded 

a delicious gumbo of Swampy Blues, 

Jump Blues, Blues Rock, Country 

Blues, Alternative Country, Good Old 

Rock & Roll, Old School R&B and 

Boogie-Woogie Blues. 

 

Steve Marriner & Davd Gogo 

More pictures on the next page . . . 
Polish Hall  Stage 
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Grand Thursday continued . . . 

Jesse OôBrien Gary Craig 

More pictures on the next page . . . John Dymond 


