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GRAND THURSDAY! 5 Guys, a Helluva of a Racquet  

Our recipe for our continuing 23rd anniversary celebrations of the Grand River Blues Society. 

A tastefully delightful mix of Allstar ingredients including  

Multiple Award-winning Junos, Maple Blues, Indie & USA Blues Award artists. 

 

DAVID GOGO ï Vocals, 5x best guitar player,5x 

Juno Award Nominee, 18x Maple Blues Award 

Nominee! 

 

 

STEVE MARRINER - Vocals, Guitar, 

Harmonica 9x as a solo Maple Blues Winner, 

Multiple Blus Awards w/ Monkey Junk, Plays w/ 

Colin James, Leader of Monkey Junk and Local 

Electric 

 

Continued on next page . . . 
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Callie Back . . . continued 

JESSE OôBRIEN ï Piano/Organ Vocals 

Maple Blues Award keyboard winner 3 out 

of the last 4 years. Plays with Colin James 

Band and Harrison Kennedy. 

 

GARY CRAIG ï Award winning drummer/ 

record producer. Tom Cochrane, Blackie & 

The Rodeo Kings, Bruce Cockburn, Big 

Dave McLean, Paul Reddick and Suzie 

Vinnick. 

 

JOHN DYMOND ï Award winner Bass 

player/ record producer, vocalist. Multiple 

CCMA Awards, Blackie and the Rodeo 

Kings and The Mercy Brothers. 

 
 

Mixing up a delicious gumbo of Swampy Blues, Jump Blues, Blues Rock, Country Blues, 

Alternative Country, Good Old Rock & Roll, Old School R&B and Boogie-Woogie Blue. 

Worth the drive! Donôt delay. Get your ticket soon! 
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The Fourth Annual Grand River Blues Award! 

The Grand River Blues Award is presented annually to an individual or individuals who have 

contributed to blues music and the growth of blues in the region.  

2026 Award Recipient ï Cheryl Lescom 

For over 15 years now Cheryl was there on day one to 

mentor the youth campers with her musical expertise 

and MC our most popular live performances of our 

regionôs teens. Each August THE GRAND RIVER 

BLUES CAMP offers a four-day Youth Blues Camp, 

providing an intensive Blues educational experience to 

improve musical skills, to learn from and play with 

professional musicians. On the last day of the Camp 

students perform with peers at the Kitchener Blues 

Festival. The Grand River Blues Award will be 

presented to Cheryl Lescom at the Grand River Blues 

Camp performance on Friday afternoon of August 7th, 

2026, at The Kitchener Blues Festival. Come celebrate 

Cherylôs lifetime outstanding musical achievements 

with us this summer. 

Blues Music is the foundation for modern popular 

music including such as Jazz, Pop, Rock, Hip-Hop, 

R&B etc.. 

Also, for many years now Cheryl Lescom has masterfully MCed the main stage at City Hall 

during the Kitchener Blues Festival. 

Cheryl Lescom has been part of the Canadian music scene for over 45 years. Starting off in 

1975 with several of her own bands before becoming a back up singer for Ronnie Hawkins and 

touring with Long John Baldry. Cheryl also sang on many national jingles in the 1980's. She 

has toured and performed with the likes of Jeff Healey, Matt Minglewood, Dutch Mason, and 

the Downchild Blues Band to name a few. To date, Cheryl has released 6 CD's and has earned 

awards such as The Kitchener Blues Festival - Mel Brown Award 2006 and the Kitchener 

Waterloo Arts Award for Music 2009.  

Come celebrate Cherylôs lifetime outstanding musical achievements and Grand River Blues 

Award with us this summer. 
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Continued on next page . . . 

Behing the BarðWarmingtonôs 
Bistro Brantford 

 
Reflections by Tom Wells (Drummer) 
 
Warmington's started for me in September 2013. I was asked by the owners, Bob and Joelene 
Warmington, to invite musical guests for Friday night blues sessions. I was working with Terry 
Edmonds and Steve Boyd at the time but was thrilled to be offered a steady Friday night gig. 
Terry didn't want to do it so Steve and I decided to bring in guest performers and a guest of 
their choice, and we would be the rhythm section. That really worked well. The first year was 
so successful that we added a Saturday afternoon gig as well. Warmington's turned into one of 
the most popular blues venues in southern Ontario. The placed was always packed with loyal 
blues followers. This format carried on until COVID hit and the place closed, never to reopen. 
It was sad that we lost such a great music venue, best audiences, best musicians, best food and 
drinks and the two best owners you could ever imagine, Bob and Joelene Warmignton. 
 
Some of the musicians that performed at Warmingtonôs Bistro in no particular order: 
 
Jack DeKeyzer, Bill Durst, Harrison Kennedy, Mark Strafford, Jerome Godboo, Eric 
Schenkman, Robin Banks, Cheryl Lescome, Steve Beach, Mo' Kauffey, Gayle Ackroyd, James 
Atkinson, Terry Danko, Steve Burnside, Sue Leonard, Ginger St.James, Dwayne LaForme, 
Steve Grisbrook, Mark Wilson, Dylan Wickens, Brant Parker, Josh Miller, Joel Johnson, 
Blaine Bomberry, James Anthony, Maureen Brown, Duane Rutter, Terry Blankley, Chuck 
Jackson, John McKinley, Silvia Dee, Rob Deyman, Shawn Kellerman, Dylan Paul Wickens, 
Spencer MacKenzie, Gary Cain, Jake Chisholm, Matt Weidinger, John Gibbard. I know I left 
quite a few out, sorry.  Tom 
 
Tom Wells  
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Continued on next page . . . 

Behind the Bar . . . continued 

Reflections by Steve Beach (Keyboards and Vocals) 
 
Bob & Jolene Warmington, our hosts and owners of 
the Bistro, treated the musicians and the all the 
weekly guests like royalty. Free drinks and delicious 
chicken wings at the end of the evening, were the 
norm back then.  And they were always full off 
compliments about how good the music was.  There 
was no cover charge there as well, but they always 
paid the musicians a very fair wage. You couldnôt 
have asked for better people to work for. 
  
Along with Tom Wells on drums, I played with a vast 
assortment of musical guests at Warmingtonôs 
Bistro.  Those included, Blaine Bomberry & Stan 
Szymkow (Retrofit), Gayle Ackroyd & John Jackson, Steve Grisbrook, Jerome Godboo, Bill 
Durst, Cheryl Lescom, Shawn Kellerman, Jake Chisholm, Sue Leonard, Trickbag, Brant 
Parker, The X-Statics, Peter Temple & Chris Latta.  There were more but their names escape 
me at the moment. 
  
Steve Beach 
 
Reflections by Gayle Ackroyd (Guitar and vocals) 
 
I absolutely loved playing at Warmingtons, it was 
always packed with happy faces, totally engrossed in 
the music. It was also really special, was playing with 
Tom on drums and Steve on piano and John Jackson 
on guitar. We have video footage and pictures as well. 
 
Gayle Ackroyd  

 

L to R: Steve Grisbrook, Tom Wells , Steve Beach 

L to R: John Jackson, Gayle Ackroyd 

Broken Joe - L to R: Jerome Godboo, Joe Toole, Alec Fraser 
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Continued on next page . . . 

Behind the Bar . . . continued 

 

Tom & Penny 

Jerome Godboo, 
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Behind the Bar . . . continued 
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BEHIND THE LENS 

JOANNE WHITE 

I love music and 

especially the Blues and 

have been going to 

concerts, shows and 

festivals all my adult life. I 

love combining my love 

for music and travel so have been to many festivals 

and music cities across Canada and the USA. When I 

was in my early 20ôs I was hired at a local camera 

store to work in their lab, developing and printing from 

35mm and medium format for both amateur and professional photographers and then adding in 

digital as that became more mainstream.  Thatôs when I also became interested in photography. 

I thought this would just be a ójobô, but it became my career for over 30 years. I used to shoot 

with both film and digital SLRôs and swore Iôd never use a phone for photography. But here 

we are in the digital age, and now Iôm mostly using my I-phone.  

I met Bruce Hall many years ago through my work at the 

camera store and seeing him at music venues. We 

developed a friendship that led to him asking me if I 

would consider becoming a board member of the Grand 

River Blues Society. Iôm now going into my 4th year on 

the board, and I love supporting the artists and venues in 

any way I can, in my position as Merchandise Director.  

Hope to see you all out supporting artists, venues and 

festivals.  

LIVE MUSIC MATTERS 

 

Joanne White 

More pictures on next page . . . 

Jerome Godboo, Alec Fraser, Larry Kurtz 
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Behind the Lens . . . continued 

Jack de Keyzer Glenn Marais 

Spencer Mackenzie Paul DesLauriers 


